Media Release

The ministers responsible for the management of marine industries and the marine environment in Angola, Namibia and South Africa have endorsed the regional cooperation that is promoted by the Benguela Current Commission and committed themselves to drafting and ratifying a Benguela Convention by 31 December 2012.   
The Convention will formalize and entrench the cooperation of the three countries as they strive to promote the optimal and sustainable utilisation of the Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem (BCLME), the coastal area that stretches from Port Elizabeth in South Africa, to northern Angola. 

After a day-long meeting which took place in Cape Town yesterday, the ministers released a joint statement which captures their commitment to, and support for, the science and capacity building programmes of Benguela Current Commission. The statement reads: 
“Ministers agreed that the BCC should be protected and promoted as an asset. The people of the region should participate and benefit from the regional cooperation promoted by the programme as it responds to challenges of poverty and underdevelopment. It should be supported by the best possible scientific data and information and be based on an ecosystem management approach.”
The statement was signed by the following ministers: 

· Hon. Victoria DE BARROS NETO, Secretary of State for Fisheries, Angola
· Hon. Syanga K Samuel ABILIO, Deputy Minister of Environment, Angola
· Hon. Anibal Octavio DA SILVA, Deputy Minister of Petroleum, Angola

· Hon. Bernhard ESAU, Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Namibia

· Hon. Isak KATALI, Minister of Mines and Energy, Namibia

· Hon. Erkki NGHIMTINA, Minister of Works and Transport, Namibia

· Hon. Buyelwa SONJICA, Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, South Africa

· Hon. Rejoice MABUDAFHASI, Deputy Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, South Africa 
The Benguela Current Commission, which was established in 2007, has a mandate from the three countries to work towards restoring, maintaining and conserving the biological integrity of the BCLME. Its key focus is the management of shared fish stocks; environmental monitoring; biodiversity and ecosystem health; the mitigation of pollution; and minimising the impacts of marine diamond mining and oil and gas production.  
For more information please visit: www.benguelacc.org
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