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1. Undertake aregional assessment of the status of vulnerable species
and habitats within the BCLME.

2. Collate the baseline data across all marine habitats (shoreline, shallow
sub-tidal and offshore), excluding estuaries; Includes information on
Biodiversity, biological patterns, processes and threats

3. Produce a strategic planning tool to improve biodiversity conservation
by providing advice on protection of sensitive areas and vulnerable
species and appropriate marine protected areas of transboundary
importance.

4. Develop a Systematic Conservation Assessment (SCA) for the BCLME
region for the coastal, near-shore and offshore zones.

5. Recommend an ecologically representative network of effectively
managed MPAs that include all marine habitat types in all bioregions of
BCLME region (RSA, Namibia & Angola)
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Approach

Data

ACompiling all the datasets together for spatial analysis

Initial Assessment

ASCP target achievement assessment
AReporting on marine Ecosystem Threat Status & Protection level

Workshop

AShowcase and review of all the data

ARegional review of ecosystem threat status and protection level assessments
Alnteractive spatial prioritization process

ADefine a set of spatial priorities for the BCLME

APresent results to stakeholders, consider feedback

AFinal SCP

AFurther workshops to present draft assessment, obtain inputs from participants to be
considered for final assessment, and

Training

ATwo workshops for training of identified GIS technicians in Angola and Namibia, with
regard to use of all data produced

AGIS and Systematic Conservation Planning workshop (Namibia) - capacitate
participants with regard to the procedures and principles of the assessment process
and the uses of the product




Where we are now

A The project has reached the point where, after the review workshops , we
will have :

¢ New key spatial layers (habitat, pressures, condition)

¢ The assessments (Threat Status, Protection Level and Spatial
Priorities)

¢ User friendly tools and data products (for inclusion into GIS systems
and atlas; as well as simple ArcExplorer package which will enable
Non-GIS users to access data)

A This assessment will provide an essential foundation for ecosystem-level
planning (including management and protection) and monitoring (updated
assessments)

A Key products i.e. spatial mapping & pressures on biodiversity and ecological
processes datasets, ecosystem threat status levels, ecosystem protection
levels and priority areas, as well as competency that has been developed
will be applicable to the new BCC projects which are aimed at the
identification of EBSAs and spatial planning in the region.

This Systematic Conservation Assessment will therefore provide a

significant building block for the new BCC spatial project




Systematic conservation planning

Representation

ATo conserve a representative sample of ecosystems (the
integrated marine and terrestrial habitat classification is
used as a proxy for ecosystems) and their species

- Persistence

ATo conserve the ecological processes that allow
ecosystems to persist over time

Quantifiable targets

A How much of each biodiversity feature should be
1 maintained in a natural or near-natural state

) AHow much should be included within protected areas
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Broad Habitat Classification
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Pelagic

A Mapping

Dr Erwann Lagabrielle (for this
project)
Remote sensing data time

series

A sea surface temperature,
chlorophyll, turbidity, net primary

productivity, eddies and bathymetry.
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Figure 8. The 41 pelagic clusters.




Pelagic bioregions




